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Synopsis: 
 

Overcoming Agricultural and Food Crises in Ethiopia: Institutional 
Evolution and the Path to Agricultural Transformation -  is a sobering 

presentation of the crises of smallholder agriculture, food and nutrition, the 
environment and the impending threats to the survival and well-being of millions of 
Ethiopians and the nation.  
 
Ethiopian agriculture is an open museum of the Neolithic invention; it is left out of the 
industrial and agricultural revolutions for far too long. It is unsustainable to continue to 
expect to feed 100+ million Ethiopians with the obsolete system of production. The 
origins of the discontent being displayed in many parts of the country since 2015 can be 
traced back to the lack of agricultural technology, land fragmentation, inadequate 
property rights, and absence of rural industrialization. The combination of the obsolete 
systems on the one hand, with a growing young population, sustained decline of 
agricultural land per capita, unstructured urbanization and absence of rural 
industrialization on the other, presents a grim prospect for the contemporary Ethiopian 
state builders.  
 
The book seeks to call on political leaders, policymakers, scholars, innovators, business 
people, religious and moral authorities, farmers, and the general public to urgently 
mobilize bold vision and action to redress the crises. 
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